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Add a Personal Touch to Your Special DayCalligraphy is a visual art form that gives handwriting

and lettering an ornate and elegant twist. In a day and age when technology and rigid type have
run rampant, calligraphy has become an exceedingly popular way to add character, personality,

and individuality to even the most formal of affairs. Whether it’s done on stationery, chalkboards,
signs, or whatever medium you prefer, this decorative practice is sure to spruce up any
celebration. It’s also perfect for invitations and thank-you notes!Although primarily intended for

weddings, the lessons learned from this book can be applied to nearly any type of exquisite
gathering—proms, bachelorette parties, work functions, barbecues, engagements, showers,

receptions, and much more! In addition to the beautiful color photographs that dress the pages

throughout, the book features step-by-step DIY project tutorials, sample alphabets and
exemplars, tips and techniques for the art of pointed pen, and an introduction to art of

calligraphy as it relates to wedding celebrations.Wedding Calligraphy is the go-to guide for
aspiring calligraphers and avid professionals alike. Whether you’re interested in making

calligraphy and/or lettering a career for yourself, saving some money on your special day, or
simply looking to find a new and relaxing hobby, this book is the perfect match.
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Calligraphic TermsForewordIt all began with a single bride.I was twenty-two years old, and my
roommate got engaged. Despite being close, she didn’t ask me to be in her bridal party, and I
was still young enough to be disappointed by that type of thing. Looking to be involved in some

way, I offered to address her invitation envelopes—all two hundred of them—and she graciously

accepted.Once I had addressed the envelopes for my roommate, my dad offered my “services”

to a coworker for his daughter’s wedding. Soon after, my sister’s boss was getting married, so I
did her envelopes as well, and this succession of “orders” made me realize that calligraphy
could become a career possibility. It all happened so quickly!I had always considered myself

artistic and loved all of my art classes, but after falling short of passing my high school AP Art
exam, I had put art on the backburner to earn a BA in business. However, by offering to address

my roommate’s envelopes—and having no idea what I was getting into—I unknowingly launched
Laura Hooper Calligraphy.Fast-forward to more than a decade later: I have now worked with

thousands of clients worldwide on their stationery needs for weddings, showers, events, and
more. Laura Hooper Calligraphy has grown to offer not only handwritten services, but also full

wedding stationery design and printing; an online shop featuring printed party goods and

calligraphy supplies; and education for others looking to learn the art.Three years ago, my sister
Alyssa joined Laura Hooper Calligraphy full-time. In addition to managing part of the business

operations, she coteaches calligraphy workshops around the country by my side. In the pages of
this book, Alyssa and I share our combined know-ledge on the art of wedding calligraphy, and
it’s been such a joy to work with her on this latest venture.As for the roommate who didn’t ask me
to be a bridesmaid in her wedding party, she is now my best friend and there are no hard

feelings. In fact, I’ll always be grateful she was my very first bride.Warmly,IntroductionOnce

perceived as an antiquated detail and unnecessary extravagance to many a modern bride, hand-

lettered calligraphy is now a highly sought-after aspect of stationery and wedding décor—and
with good reason. Wedding stationery offers the first glimpse of the style and level of formality of
an event. With the incredible influence of social media and wedding blogs, the art of calligraphy
has been catapulted to the forefront of popular wedding details. From classic pointed-pen and

contemporary lettering to unique and unusual writing surfaces, there truly is a calligraphy style
and application for every potential wedding theme or setting.This book is meant to serve as a

foundation of information and inspiration while you learn the art and develop your skills through
in-person workshops, online tutorials, and/or instructional kits. It is also designed to relate to a
variety of readers, with each section offering direction or insight that can apply to both a couple

getting married and a calligrapher.First, we help you find the lettering type and style that is

appropriate for your—or your client’s—event, followed by a walk-through of the traditional and

contemporary ways that hand-lettered calligraphy can be applied to weddings. Next, we cover
the basic terms, tools, and techniques related to pointed-pen calligraphy, followed by a range of

DIY projects for the hands-on bride or professional. Insider tips and suggestions are sprinkled
throughout, and a complete glossary of calligraphy terms is offered at the back of the book for
easy reference.Whether you’re a bride looking for ideas, a novice aspiring to hand calligraphy or

letter your own wedding details, or a professional seeking additional insight, this book has
something to offer. And while the direction shared here involves our own style and methods,

expect your own personal aesthetic to ultimately shine through. There is no single “right” way to

practice the art of modern calligraphy, and the possibilities are virtually endless.Let’s get started!
• SECTION I •Weddings & CalligraphyChoosing Your Calligraphic Style of HandIt’s important to

understand the nuances of matching the appropriate lettering type and style to a wedding,

whether it’s your own event or an event to which you’ve been hired to contribute as a
professional. Just as you or your client wouldn’t wear black-tie attire to an afternoon garden
party, you wouldn’t want the category, script, format, or layout of the chosen calligraphy to clash

with the tone of the event it represents.CategoriesThere are many different types of calligraphy

and lettering that fall within a handful of categories. However, that list could fill an entire book of
its own. In the following sections we’ve selected to pinpoint some generalized, basic differences
between the top three styles.CLASSIC POINTED-PENThis category includes classic styles

such as Copperplate (the Declaration of Independence was written in Copperplate!) and
Spencerian. Generally, there are specific letter angles, writing guidelines, and other rules that
must be followed with classic pointed-pen calligraphy. These include the commonly recognized

characteristic of thick and thin lines.Classic pointed-pen examples provided courtesy of Master

Penwoman Vivian MungallMODERN POINTED-PENApplying the general concepts of classic

calligraphy with many of the same tools (dip pen, ink, and nibs), this category invites personal
adjustments to develop one’s own style. This style also includes the commonly recognized

characteristic of thick and thin lines, but they can be written on a larger scale with uneven
baselines and other variations.LETTERINGLettering takes the principles from pointed-pen and

applies them to alternate writing tools such as pens, markers, chalk, brushes, and more. It can

maintain a monoline style (single line) or shaded (the look of thick and thin). Wood signs,
chalkboards, oversized canvases, etc., would most likely be considered lettering as they are not
usually created with a dip pen and nib.ScriptsThere are countless options for various scripts—

many of which are adapted from computer fonts, while others are original scripts dreamt up by

individual calligraphers and letterers. On the following pages, we share four of Laura’s
exemplars, or full-sample alphabets, that all fall beneath the modern pointed-pen category

described previously. These scripts were selected to demonstrate four different combinations of
formal, casual, traditional, and modern styles, all of which can be applied to weddings in their
own unique way.

The Calligrapher’s Business Handbook: Pricing & Policies for Lettering Artists, Creative

Calligraphy Made Easy: A Beginner's Guide to Crafting Stylish Cards, Event Decor and Gifts,

Copperplate Calligraphy from A to Z: A Step-by-Step Workbook for Mastering Elegant, PointedPen Lettering, Draw Like an Artist: 100 Flowers and Plants: Step-by-Step Realistic Line Drawing

* A Sourcebook for Aspiring Artists and Designers, Everyday Watercolor: Learn to Paint
Watercolor in 30 Days, Modern Calligraphy: Everything You Need to Know to Get Started in
Script Calligraphy, Mastering Modern Calligraphy: Beyond the Basics: 2,700+ Pointed Pen

Exemplars and Exercises for Developing Your Style, The Universal Penman, Extraordinary Hand

Lettering: Creative Lettering Ideas for Celebrations, Events, Decor, & More, Lettering From A to
Z: 12 Styles & Awesome Projects for a Creative Life (Calligraphy, Printmaking, Hand Lettering),
The Gift of Calligraphy: A Modern Approach to Hand Lettering with 25 Projects to Give and to
Keep, Italic and Copperplate Calligraphy: The Basics and Beyond (Lettering, Calligraphy,

Typography), Hand Lettering for Relaxation: An Inspirational Workbook for Creating Beautiful

Lettered Art, Learn Calligraphy: The Complete Book of Lettering and Design, Calligraphy

Workbook for Beginners, Creative Watercolor: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners--Create with
Paints, Inks, Markers, Glitter, and More! (Art for Modern Makers), Spencerian Handwriting: The

Complete Collection of Theory and Practical Workbooks for Perfect Cursive and Hand Lettering,
Calligraphy For Dummies, Calligraphy for Beginners: Hand Lettering Made Easy Using Faux
Calligraphy, Copperplate Calligraphy: a pointed pen workbook

melissa schwarmann, “Beautiful. Must have for any calligrapher.. Laura's entire expertise is in
here. Well written, detailed and full of her great tips and recommendations. Really good for
beginners interested in learning the artform. There are a few things for more advanced
calligraphers as well, such as writing on rocks etc. But a must have in any calligrapher's library”

Kimberly Allgood, “LOVE!!. LOVE her books and online courses! HIGHLY recommend this book!”
Ebook Tops Reader, “Perfect wedding calligraphy book. Fantastic book!!! Loved the pictures! So
inspiring!”

bookish, “Pretty Wedding inspiration. A pretty book, with beautiful photography throughout.

Great ideas for weddings, and lots of help and tips for calligraphy, really great advice in this

book, def one of the better calligraphy books around, as some just seem to be more style than
substance. There are some different calligraphy styles included although they seem a bit small,
it's a pity they weren't larger? Some fun project ideas.”

andrea morrison, “Great addition to your library.. Excellent resource to have in my library. Great
helpful information !”

The book by Lizzie Lane has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 33 people have provided feedback.
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